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Sustainable clothing should be part of sustainable consumption. How can we 
talk of sustainable clothing as long as the textiles are dyed with conventional 
means, with synthetic dyestuff that has a huge impact on environment and 
human beings? The range of ecological, sustainable, natural clothing is high. 
But the percentage of natural dyed textiles even within this broad offer is 
marginal. “Colors of Nature” is on path towards a cleaner production in textile 
dyeing. The goal of the project is the successful implementation of “vegetable 
dye” as a product in the textile market. Therefore, has been established as a 
spin-off of the predecessor projects a vegetable dye producing company. This 
company will participate in the research project  “Colors of Nature” as a 
cooperation partner.  Since the market for sustainable textiles is growing the 
demand for natural dyestuff will increase, too.  The new enterprise will provide 
the sustainable dyestuff for the sustainable textiles. On the basis of 
cooperation between all agents in the value chain necessary research issues 
and optimisation measures will be carried out so that the product can achieve 
market maturity and the implementation can be developed to an industrial 
scale.  
 
Contact: Antonia Wenisch and Christian Pladerer, Austrian Institute of Ecology 
Seidengasse 13, 1070 Vienna, Seidengasse 13, Fon: 0043 69915236111, 0043 
69915236101, wenisch@ecology.at, pladerer@ecology.at, www.ecology.at  
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